
Fruits and vegetables, salad

Meat and bones, seafood, shellfish, fish,

bivalves, and mollusks (cooked or raw)

Shells (e.g., crab shells, oyster shells,

clamshells, and mussel shells)

Dairy products, eggs and eggshells

Bread, grains, cereals, rice, pasta, nuts,

nutshells, seeds, and beans

Flour, cornmeal, and spices

Corncobs and fruit pits

Pickles, kimchi, and fermented foods

Pastries, desserts, and candies

Foods cooked in fats and oils, prepared

foods, leftovers

Moldy or expired foods

Coffee grounds, paper coffee filters,

loose tea, and tea bags made of paper

and/or cotton

Food and beverage-soiled napkins and

paper towels

Cut or dried flowers and houseplants

Uncoated paper cups, plates and bowls,

greasy pizza boxes, and paper bags

BPI-certified compostable bags

Yard waste (Call 3-1-1 or visit 311.dc.gov to

request a free yard waste pick-up year-round)

Large amounts of leftover cooking oil and

grease

Produce stickers, rubber bands, and twist ties

Plastic bags, wraps, and film

Plastic cups, straws, takeout containers,

utensils, and packaging

Compostable and biodegradable plastic    

food serviceware (e.g., plastic cups, straws,

takeout containers, utensils)

Plastic-lined and wax-coated paper products

(e.g., cups, plates, bowls, takeout containers,

and cardboard)

Plastics, metals, foil, glass, and “styrofoam”

Animal and human waste or bodily fluids   

(e.g., diapers, kitty litter, dog feces, used  

facial tissues, used toilet paper, baby wipes,

and sanitary products)

Animal remains, such as deceased pets and

“roadkill”

Diseased or infested houseplants, invasive

plants, or contaminated soil

Chewing gum and tobacco

Medications (prescribed and over-the-

counter)

WHAT CAN I COMPOST?

See below for the materials you can and cannot put in your food waste collection bin.

Compost DC: Food Waste Collection Program
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https://www.compostingcouncil.org/general/custom.asp?page=Logo-ItsCompostable

