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“In pursuit of building a more equitable solid waste management system that 
enhances the natural beauty and standard of living across our great city, the 

Government of the District of Columbia commits to ensuring a just transition to 
zero waste, where solutions are convenient, accessible, and affordable for all, 

with support focused on low-income households and small businesses.”

In order to achieve zero waste and build a stronger, more equitable community, we 
must address the historical injustices in communities that disproportionately experience 

environmental harms. 

“With respect to zero waste, what does equity mean to you and your community?”
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estimated total capital costs; operating costs; personnel costs; education, outreach, and 

 estimated  

estimated cost to the District Government to launch an action including initial program 
design and implementation. This separate figure was estimated to help inform prioritization of District 
Government investment in the short-term. 

estimated savings incurred for each action are based on the projected reduction in  
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actions on pages 11-14, to allow for a visual comparison of the relative environmental benefits versus costs.
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The Zero Waste DC Plan on each other to achieve the District’s target to achieve 80% waste diversion 
away from landfill and incineration. 

indicates if the action will be implemented in the short,  
medium, or term within the planning period of
2023 to 2040.  

reflects the estimated cost to initiate an action.

reflects the annual increase in municipal 
solid waste (MSW) diversion from an action once it is fully 
implemented.  

reflects the annual reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions from an action once it is fully implemented. 

Action does not have associated 
GHG emission potential  

Medium Term 2029-2034 

Long Term 2035-2040 

$0 - 999,999 

$1,000,000 - 4,999,999 

$5,000,000 - 9,999,999 

$10,000,000 - 49,999,999 
over 50,000,000 

Action does not have associated 
diversion potential  

0-9,999 tons

10,000-29,999 tons

30,000-59,999 tons

60,000-99,999 tons

100,000 tons

(0) - (9,999) MTCO2e 

(10,000) - (29,999) MTCO2e 

(30,000) - (59,999) MTCO2e 

(60,000) - (999,999) MTCO2e

over (100,000) MTCO2e 

NA NA 

ACTION 2: PRIVATE SECTOR DATA REPORTING: Require all licensed solid waste 
collectors operating in the District and solid waste facilities located within a 200-
mile radius of the District of Columbia that receive District generated waste to report
the tonnage, material type, and final destination of all materials originating from within
the city. 

NA NA

ACTION 4: SAVE-AS-YOU-THROW: Study and pilot a unit-based billing structure, 
commonly referred to as Pay-As-You-Throw or Save-As-You-Throw, of a right-sized, 
three bin system (recycling, compost, refuse) with

NA NA 

are the big picture overarching ambitions. 

list the steps the District must take in pursuit of 
the goals and to achieve the District’s target of 80% diversion 

are responsible for leading the 
implementation and, in some cases, enforcement of the action. 

have a role in implementing the action 
but are not responsible for leading the work.  

NA1

ACTION 1:

ACTION 3:

ACTION 5:
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DC Green Bank - DC Green Bank

 

, https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.08
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